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To  the  Chairmen  and  Members 

OF  THE 

Urban  District  Council  of  Rishton 


Council  Offices, 
RISHTON. 

May,  1968. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the  Health 
administration  of  Rishton  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1967. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres .  2,878.4 

Rateable  Value  .  £196,332 

Estimated  Product  of  Id.  Rate  .  £778 

Population  1961  Census  .  5,431 

Estimated  1966  Mid-year  Population  .  5,440 

Estimated  1967  Mid-year  Population  .  5,530 


Rishton  is  a  compact  Urban  area  whose  chief  industries  are 
cotton,  felt  and  carpet  weaving,  paper  making,  paint  and  varnish 
manufacture,  paper  string  manufacture,  slipper  and  shoe  manu¬ 
facture  and  plastic  products.. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Death  Rate  (crude)  .  17.5 

Death  Rate  (adjusted)  .  16.5 

Mortality  Rate  Malignant  Neoplasms  .  3.98 

Live  Birth  Rate  (crude)  .  J  5.4 

Live  Birth  Rate  (adjusted)  .  17.4 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  Births  .  23.0 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  12 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  12 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  34 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  no  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 
the  year  of  1967. 


LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  Local  Health  and  Welfare  Services  under  the  National 
Health  and  Assistance  Acts  are  administered  in  Rishton  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  No.  5  Health  Division. 

Miss  J.  Lord  is  the  Health  Visitor/School  Nurse  for  the 
Rishton  District  and  the  following  are  the  services  administered 
at  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Clinic,  108  High  Street,  Rishton. 


1.  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

2.  Immunisation  Clinic 

3.  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

4.  Opthalmic  Clinic . 

5.  Dental  Clinic 

6.  Physiotherapy 


Each  Tuesday  afternoon. 

As  and  when  arranged. 

4th  Wednesday  each  month 
(by  appointment). 

1st  &  3rd  Friday  (by  appoint¬ 
ment). 

Each  Monday  and  Thursday. 
Each  Wednesday  (all  dav). 


Wherever  possible  appointments  should  be  made  before  the 
Clinics  (under  headings  3  to  6)  are  attended,  though  the  Dental 
Officer  will  attend  to  cases  of  toothache  without  appointment. 

The  County  Midwives  for  Rishton  are  Mrs.  Phillipson,  4 
Devonshire  Drive,  Clayton-le-Moors,  Telephone  Accrington 
31250,  and  Mrs.  Hodgson,  50  Whalley  Road,  Great  Harwood, 
Telephone  Great  Harwood  2247. 

The  County  District  Nurses  for  the  District  are  :  Mrs. 
Brandrick,  The  Bungalow,  Wharf  Street,  Rishton,  Telephone 
Great  Harwood  2450;  Mrs.  Fielding,  2  Dorset  Road,  Rishton, 
Telephone  Great  Harwood  2794;  and  Mr.  Waddington,  55  Cliff 
Street,  Rishton,  Telephone  Great  Harwood  2495. 


To  obtain 

the  Ambulance  Service 

,  ring  Accrington 

34834. 

STATISTICS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births 

Legitimate  ... 

...  82 

37 

45 

Live  Births 

Illegitimate  .. 

...  3 

2 

1 

85 

39 

46 

Stillbirths 

...  2 

— - 

2 

Deaths  . 

...  97 

53 

44 

POPULATION  FIGURES  OVER  THE 

LAST  TEN  YEARS 

Registrar  General’s 

Births  &  Deaths 

Estimated  Figure 

Births  Deaths 

Differential 

1967  . 

5.530 

85 

.  97  . 

-12 

1966  . 

5,440 

82 

.  85  . 

3 

1965  . 

5,400 

78 

.  88  . 

-10 

1 964  . 

5,370 

83 

.  83  . 

— 

1963  . 

5,440 

71 

.  84  . 

-13 

1962  . 

5,450 

97 

.  77  . 

+  20 

1961  . 

5,460 

82 

.  77  . 

+  5 

1 960  . 

5,460 

71 

.  77  . 

-  6 

1959  . 

5.470 

70 

.  66  . 

+  4 

1958  . 

5,500 

85 

.  87  . 

2 

summary  causes  or  death 


Males  Females 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory  . 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Stomach  . 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung,  Bronchus  . 

Malignant  Neoplasms,  Breast  . 

Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic 

Neoplasms  . 

Diabetes  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

All  Other  Accidents  . 


1 

2 

r 

5 


/ 

5 

16 

1 

7 

1 

1 

i 


3 


2 

3 

3 

1 

5 

9 

4 

4 


Total 


4 

5 
3 

10 

1 

10 

25 

1 

1  l 

6 


2 

8 

1 


53  34  97 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS,  1930 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
31st  December,  1967,  as  compared  with  1966. 

Pulmonary  Non -Pulmonary  Total 

M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total  M.  F.  Total 


1  966 
1967 


3  1  4 
2  1  3 


3  1  4 
2  1  3 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  OVER  THE  LAST 

FIVE  YEARS 

Diseases  1963  1964  1965  1966  1967 

Scarlet  Fever  .  1 

Measles  .  20  197  9  5  — 

Dysentery  . 

Ophthalmic  Neonatorum  .  1  1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  —  1  1 

In  making  my  report  1  wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
throughout  the  year,  and  other  officials  and  staff  for  their 
friendly  help. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  C.  WEBSTER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Council  Offices, 

Brook  Street, 
RISHTON, 

Nr.  Blackburn. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  the  year  ended  3 1  st  December,  1967 


Attention  is  drawn  in  the  report  to  the  need  to  streamline 
the  household  refuse  collection  service  and  consideration  is  to 
be  given  to  the  disposal  of  same  due  to  the  changing  nature 
and  increased  bulk. 

The  need  to  bring  to  a  speedy  conclusion  the  extension  of 
the  sewers  down  Blackburn  Road  is  pointed  out. 

Also  attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  question  of 
separate  water  service  pipes  should  be  investigated. 

Yours  faithfully, 

S.  PILKINGTON, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


A  grant  of  £10  is  made  towards  the  cost  of  improving  an 
inadequate  Water  Supply.  The  grant  has  not  been  taken  up  very 
readily  even  by  Owner/Occupiers  whose  supply  is  considered 
inadequate.  Whilst  individual  improvements  are  very  expensive 
a  row  of  houses  could  be  improved  relatively  cheap,  but  the 
stumbling  block  here  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  full  row  of 
property  owners  to  agree  to  a  joint  improvement  scheme.  Unless 
some  form  of  compulsion  is  introduced  the  ideal  scheme  of  each 
house  having  its  individual  supply  from  a  service  pipe  at  the 
rear  of  the  property  will  not  materialize. 

One  section  of  the  township  comprising  of  29  houses  at 
present  served  by  two  inadequate  Septic  Tanks  is  planned  to  be 
introduced  to  the  main  sewerage  system  by  means  of  a  pumping 
station,  it  only  remains  for  the  final  agreement  between  our¬ 
selves  and  British  Waterways  to  be  reached,  when  the  work 
will  be  put  in  hand. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  Pavilion,  complete  with  toilets 
and  hand  washing  facilities  for  both  Males  and  Females,  in  Cut 
Wood  Park  has  greatly  increased  the  amenities  of  the  Park. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  changing  character  of  the  House  Refuse  together  with 
the  increased  bulk  is  creating  problems  with  both  collection  and 
disposal,  this  together  with  the  new  responsibilities  under  the 
Civic  Amenities  Act,  requires  a  new  look  being  taken  at  the 
organisation  and  machinery  of  the  cleansing  department.  The 
first  steps  have  been  taken  in  bringing  the  collection  vehicle  up 
to  date  and  disposing  of  the  unhygienic  side  loader.  Consideration 
is  being  given  to  the  introduction  of  a  bonus  scheme  which  will 
go  some  way  to  relieve  the  manpower  shortage  which  is  most 
prevalent  during  the  winter  months.  The  whole  question  of 
disposal  is  at  present  under  review. 


SALVAGE 


Waste  Paper 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

s. 

d. 

January  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

February  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

March  . 

— 

— - 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

April  . 

.  6 

8 

— 

42 

8 

0 

May  . 

.  3 

15 

1 

24 

18 

7 

June  . 

.  6 

2 

3 

40 

13 

3 

July  . 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

August  . 

.  7 

3 

2 

47 

10 

9 

September  . 

....  .  7 

15 

/ 

51 

6 

11 

October  . 

.  3 

12 

0 

23 

17 

0 

November  . 

.  3 

16 

1  j 

25 

5 

2 

December  . 

.  3 

16 

0 

25 

3 

6 

42 

8 

o 

0 

....  £281 

3 

2 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Ferrous  Metals . 

1  12  3 

9 

36 

6 

Scrap  Boilers  . 

—  —  — 

2 

5 

0 

Trade  Tipping  . 

—  —  — 

5 

18 

0 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Inspections  have  been  made  at  frequent  intervals  at  all  food 
premises  in  the  area.  First  class  co-operation  has  been  had  from 
all  food  traders  in  general.  The  majority  of  food  premises  are 
small  businesses  where  the  attention  to  personal  hygiene  in  the 
most  part  is  more  particular. 


MILK 

The  co-operation  of  the  several  dairy  farmers  in  the  area 
has  again  been  very  good  with  regard  to  sampling  for  the  detec¬ 
tion  of  Brucellosis.  It  has  again  been  very  noticeable  that  the  flying 
herd  has  been  the  one  to  cause  trouble,  although  even  in  this 
field  the  incidence  is  falling  off. 

Sixty-eight  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  4  of  which 
were  positive,  1  of  these  proved  negative,  the  other  three  animals 
were  removed  from  their  respective  herds.  Unfortunately  the 
final  destination  of  these  animals  is  not  positively  known. 


SMOKE  CONTROL 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  initial  survey  of  the  first  zone 
to  be  established  in  the  area. 


HOUSING 


Houses  inspected  for  defects  .  42 

No.  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  130 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  not  in  all  respects  fit  for 

human  habitation  .  22 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  .  9 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit  by  informal  action  .  20 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notice 

was  served  .  2 


No.  made  fit  by  Local  Authority  after  service  of  formal 
notice  . 

Certificates  of  Unfitness  applied  for  . 

Certificates  of  Unfitness  granted  . 

Certificates  of  Revocation  applied  for  . 

Certificates  of  Revocation  granted . 


STANDARD  GRANTS 


Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  .  68 

Approved  by  Local  Authority  .  68 

Work  completed  .  51 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1948 


Number  on  Written  Occupiers 

Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecu- 


1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority.  —  ... 

tions 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority.  22 

..  12  ... 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises. 

Total 


22 


12 
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